
In the last six years, Columbus
City Schools have seen substantial
improvement in a variety of
categories on the state report card. 

Jeff Warner, a spokesman for the
school district told the Dispatch on
the heels of a recent national
dropout report that many systemic
changes have been made including
increased afterschool and weekend
tutoring programs, coordinated
literacy initiatives in the
elementary schools and bolstered
English-as-a-Second-Language
offerings, all of which have led to
the district’s continuous
improvement.

In addition to the progress made
in the public schools, the district’s

Successful alternatives, schools
such as the nationally acclaimed
Columbus Alternative High School
and Ft. Hayes High School,
continue to bolster student
achievement. Columbus City
School students are fortunate to
have a number of options for
education. Students can attend the
district’s traditional public schools;
district alternative schools; charter
schools, which are free because
they are publicly funded; or
students assigned to persistently
underperforming district schools,
can apply for state vouchers that
pay for private school tuition.

Though the district still has
opportunities for further
improvement, the city has a
number of stellar
education options, and
the question is, how can
ALL schools work to
develop an effective
portfolio for the entire
district? Most important,

how can we replicate the efforts of
our best schools to benefit our
children?

Join KidsOhio.org board chair
Abigail Wexner as she moderates a
panel of the country’s leading
education experts in a discussion
about what it takes and what can
be done to ensure our schools
continue to improve.

Creating a Portfolio of High Performing Schools 
What Columbus is Doing and What We Can Learn from Other Communities

MAY 14
An Overlooked Asset:
100,000  College
Student in Columbus
How do we keep
this talent here!?
Doug Kridler,
President and CEO,
Columbus
Foundation
Todd Hoffman,
Collegia
Dan Sharpe,
Recent Ohio Wesleyan
University graduate

A Special Friday Forum
MAY 16
Jack and Jerry and the
Zoo… What
a Ride!
Jerry Borin, Executive
Director Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium
Jack Hanna, Director
Emeritus of Columbus
Zoo

With Support From:

MAY 21
Fueling Ohio’s Future:
America's
Energy
Security
John Felmy, Ph.D.,
Chief Economist,
American Petroleum
Institute

Program presented in
Partnership with: 
OSU Institute for
Energy and the
Environment
Series Underwritten by: 
Battelle
With Support From: 
AEP and Columbia Gas

MAY 28
Developments on 
the Urban Frontier
A panel discussion about downtown
housing, urban development and
residential living in downtown Columbus
in advance of this year’s City Hop.

Presented in partnership with:
Columbus Landmarks Foundation
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Upcoming Conversation

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2008

CMC Corporate Supporters
Thanks to our generous supporters for their ongoing commitment to CMC!

• David Bott

• German Village Society

• Harvard University 

Loeb Fellowship

• Prestige Music

• RAMA Consulting Group

Gold Silver

• American Dairy 

Association Mideast

• Artina Promotional Products

• Bob Evans Farms

• Coca Cola of Columbus

• Columbia Gas

• Capitol South Community 

Urban Redevelopment

• Edward Howard & Co.

• Edwards Companies

• Feinknopf Photography

• Fireproof Records Center

• Gail Hogan, Proprietor, Producer

& Host – Showcase Columbus

• Help Wizards

• H. R. Gray

• KeyBank

• NBC 4

• Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

• The Jeffrey Company

• Porter Wright

• Richardson Printing Corp.

• Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn

• Smith and Hale

• SZD Whiteboard

Bronze

• AT & T

• CeraNet

• Columbus State 

Community College

• Columbus State Community

College Foundation

• Corna/Kokosing

• Crane Group    

• Exact Target

• Fifth Third Bank

• Jones Day

• KidsOhio.org

• Messer Construction

• Otterbein MBA Program

• Plante & Moran

• Religion Newswriters

• Scotts Miracle-Gro Company

• Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease

Platinum

Photographs by Rick Buchanan, www.rickbuchananphotography.com

RECAP - APRIL 23

Wow, what a question! 
Once again our Dispatch Chats Series

brought together some of the most
influential members of our community
for a discussion about Central Ohio’s arts
funding dilemma. In the wake of news
reports about the difficulties many local

arts organizations are
having, a mixed panel
addressed the
concerns our
community has about
developing a thriving
and sustainable arts community.

MAY 22
5-7 pm

Art Collecting 
on a Budget
A Beginner’s
Guide
Got a pocketful of
cash but no idea
where to start? Do
you have an art
eye, but an empty
pocket? Got cash
and an art eye, but
don’t know where to
look for great deals!?  Well
this is the program for
you!

Collectors Panel:
Haley Boehning, Limited Brands
ellen glimcher
Katie Lucas, GCAC

Moderated by: 
Melissa Starker, columbus alive!

Series Underwritten by:
National City Bank
Program presented in partnership with:
the Young Professionals of Columbus 
and the Capitol Club Young 
Professionals Board

is the Exclusive Print Media
sponsor of CMCpm

You can also watch our 
weekly forums on:

Each week, our friends at The Ohio Channel
tape our forums for rebroadcast on:

Digital: Ch 34.5 (on air)
Time Warner Digital: Ch 96
Insight Digital: Ch 765
WOW Digital: Ch 150

Fridays @ 4 pm & Midnight
Sundays @ 4 pm & Midnight
Mondays @ 11 am & 7pm

Local On Demand is Time Warner
Cable’s FREE local Video On

Demand channel available
to Time Warner digital

cabel customers in
Columbus and

surrounding
areas.

RReesseerrvvaattiioonnss RReeqquuiirreedd ffoorr FFoorruummss
Make reservations on line at 

www.columbusmetroclub.org

If you need help registering, 
see our “how-to” guide 
in “Need  Help?” section

John Felmy

TODAY AT CMC

APRIL 30
An Interview with Dennison Griffith
A conversation with the Central Ohio’s most creative CEO,
CCAD president Dennison Griffith

Interviewed by: 
Gail Hogan, host, Showcase Columbus

Has Funding the Arts Become Unfashionable!?

Jack Hanna

Doug Kridler

Dear CMC Friends,

I am writing to announce our
new CMC Vision and Mission
Statements (see box above).
Concluding a set of wider
conversations that began over a
year ago, the CMC Board of
Trustees has adopted these new
statements. The new statements
reaffirm and remember more
boldly the founding purpose of the
Columbus Metropolitan Club as a
coming together of engaged
community leaders.

Community conversation
about what matters is why our
members join CMC. Our
gatherings for learning and
discussion are part of a proud
American tradition of civic
engagement in a democracy. While
we might despair about how our
political discourse sometimes
devolves into missile exchanges of
messages, for over thirty years the
Columbus Metropolitan Club has
hosted spirited discussion and
debate about issues relevant to
our central Ohio community.

Community conversation today
continues to evolve beyond
Wednesday Forums. We have
experimented with alternative
formats such as the World Café.
We now experiment with
discussion blogs before and after

Forums. And we continue to
innovate with lines of programs
such as CMCpm and CMC-on-
Site. Our most important work in
the next decade must widen and
diversify space for conversation,
so that we can include and
connect more people, and so that
we can listen more and learn more
from each other.

Three decades ago our
Founders sought to more
inclusively gather CMC members
for informed and pointed
conversations – discussion,
debate, and diversity. Our revised
vision for these conversations is
more capacious, and our revised
mission more intrepid. The
language may have changed but
our work remains faithful to our
mandate – to bring people and
ideas together about what matters
to us. This is the true work of the
inspired
community
leaders who are
CMC.

Thank you for
your continuing
leadership in the
Columbus
Metropolitan
Club!

Shah M. Hasan
President

NEW VISION: An informed and engaged community
NEW MISSION: To connect people and ideas through community conversation

Join Today!
Call CMC at (614) 464-3220 for more information.

CMC Board of Trustees
Shah M. Hasan, President
Otterbein College
Sandy Clary, Vice President
Clary Communications
Sue Hoelscher, Treasurer
RSM McGladrey 
Gregg Dodd, Secretary
Statehouse Review & Advisory Board
Elfi Di Bella, Immediate Past-President
Huntington Bank

CMC Staff
Jane Scott, Executive Director
Tracy Shearer, Director of Member Relations
Kimmer Callahan, Director of Public Relations

and Marketing

CMC Member
Matthew Arnold asks a
question of the panel.

From left to right: CMC President Dr. Shah Hasan, Michael Reed,
Nancy Gilson, Bryan Knicely, Bob Milbourne, and our sponsor, the
Dispatch’s Jon Schwantes

MAY 7
Creating a Portfolio of High Performing Schools 
What Columbus is Doing and 
What We Can Learn from Other Communities
At the Hyatt Capitol Square

Program presented in partnership with: 
KidsOhio.org

Abigail Wexner,
Chair of
KidsOhio.org 

David Ferrero,
Sr. Education
Officer, the Bill
and Melinda
Gates Foundation

Josh Edelman,
Director of New
Schools, Chicago
Public Schools

Panel discussion moderated by: Panelists include: 
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