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Today at CMC
Noon-1:15 p.m.

Blue Ribbons and
Beyond: The Ohio Expo
Center and State Fair

Paul Astleford, president and CEO,
Experience Columbus;

Denny Hales, executive vice-president,
The Ohio Quarter Horse Assn.;

Virgil Strickler, general manager, Ohio
Expo Center & State Fair

Sponsored by: Cox Concessions

Upcoming CMC Forums

JUST ANNOUNCED!

SPECIAL TUESDAY FORUM

Tuesday, August 3

Bringing Democracy to Iraq:
Personal Perspectives on the
Past, Present and Future

Surood Ahmed, women'’s activist from Kirkurk, Iraq,
Taghreed Al-Qaragholi, women'’s activist from
Baghdad, Iraq

(See Article)

Presented in Partnership with: Columbus Council on
World Affairs

Next TUESDAY at CMC * August 3

Bringing Democracy to Iraq: Personal Perspectlves
on the Past, Present and Future

Surood Ahmed, women’s activist from
Kirkurk, Iraq, Taghreed Al-Qaragholi,
women’s activist from Baghdad, Iraq

Presented in partnership with:
Columbus Council on N
World Affairs L/

CMC has been presented with the oppor-
tunity to provide members and the public
with a unique forum. On Tuesday, August 3,
we will be joined by Surood Ahmed and
Taghreed Al-Qaragholi, both of whom were
born in Iraq and are directly involved in
building an Iraqi democracy. They are in the
U.S. to participate in a democracy training
program sponsored by the Department of
State. These women will offer their person-
al perspectives on events in Iraq, both past
and present, and will share their hopes for
the future of their country.

The women are participating in a speak-
ing tour funded by The Irag-America
Freedom Alliance (IAFA), a coalition of

viduals committed to fostering goodwill
between our nations' citizens and winning
the war on terror. The tour is also sponsored
by the Foundation for the Defense of
Democracies (FDD), a non-profit organiza-
tion based in Washington, D.C., that con-
ducts research and education on the war on
terrorism.

While the FDD promotes itself as being
non-partisan, it should be noted that the
organization has strong conservative and
Republican ties. Its three-member Board of
Directors is made up of conservatives Steve
Forbes, Dr. Jeane Kirkpatrick and Jack
Kemp. Former Speaker of the House, Newt
Gingrich, and former CIA Director James
Woolsey, serve as the group’s Distinguished
Advisors and the organization’s President,
Clifford May, has served as the Director of
Communications for the Republican
National Committee. The FDD is not, how-
ever, an exclusively Republican or conser-
vative organization. Its 17-member Board of
Advisors includes Al Gore’s former
Campaign Manager, Donna Brazile and four

Ahmed and Al-Qaragholi

With this speaking tour, the IAFA hopes
to provide Americans with a fuller picture of
Iraq by giving voice to Iraqis who are grate-
ful for their newfound freedom and who are
working to secure democracy in their coun-
try. CMC believes these women have an
interesting story to tell and can offer a
unique perspective on a divisive issue.

Please join us for this special forum and

About Us...

CMC firmly believes in the free
expression of all ideas and the bene-
fits of an open exchange of informa-
tion. CMC is non-partisan and takes
no positions on issues.

Anyone can join! From the begin-
ning, there have been no barriers to
membership and all forums have wel-
comed the general public. Diversity,
both in programming and member-
ship, is one of the many benefits of
being involved in CMC. Everyone is
welcome.

Each forum is an hour-long pro-
gram that starts with a brief introduc-
tion followed by 25-30 minutes of
speaker comments. The final half hour
is filled with unfiltered, unrehearsed
questions from the audience.

Join Today!

Call CMC at (614) 464-3220 for
more information.
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