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Next Wednesday at CMC » July 7

Smoke Free Battle Lights Up Columbus

Thom Coffman, president, Central Ohio Restaurant Association
and restaurant owner;

Dr. Rob Crane, clinical associate professor, Department of Family
Medicine at The Ohio State University;

Jacob Evans, VP of Government Affairs, Ohio Licensed Beverage
Association;

Bradley Frick, attorney, Bradley Frick & Associates and small
business owner

About Us...

CMC firmly believes in the free
expression of all ideas and the bene-
fits of an open exchange of informa-
tion. CMC is non-partisan and takes
no positions on issues.

Anyone can join! From the begin-
ning, there have been no barriers to
membership and all forums have wel-
comed the general public. Diversity,
both in programming and member-
ship, is one of the many benefits of
being involved in CMC. Everyone is
welcome.

Each forum is an hour-long pro-
gram that starts with a brief introduc-
tion followed by 25-30 minutes of
speaker comments. The final half hour
is filled with unfiltered, unrehearsed
questions from the audience.

Thursday Evening at CMC
July 1, 7:30 pm at
The Southern Theater

An Evening with

light up. Jacob Evans of the Ohio Licensed
Beverage Association took issue with
the short time table. He asked council
members to table the legislation,
allowing time to form a task force
to give both sides an “opportunity
to strike a balance.” Central Ohio
Restaurant Association President
and restaurant owner, Thom
Coffman, told City Council mem-
bers, “I truly believe it’s going to
hurt us.”

Attorney and small business owner,
Bradley Frick, called the smoking ban a
“cutting-edge health issue” and urged Council members to “do
something that has a positive effect on the health, safety and welfare
of our citizens.” Citing the well-known dangers of second hand
smoke, Dr. Rob Crane sees clean air legislation as inevitable. “Not
a matter of if, but when,” he said. “And when, as a doctor, is a ques-
tion of how many? How many lives will be lost before we take
action?”

The battle isn’t over, however. Voters may very well see this
issue on the ballot in November. And both sides are looking to the
state legislature to see if they decide to take action on the issue. Join
us for a heated debate on the issue that is lighting up Columbus and
find out what happens next.

Bob Edwards

Bob Edwards, NPR Correspondent

Interviewed by WOSU Open Line's Fred
Andrle

Presented in partnership with:
820 WOSU-AM & 90.5 WCBE-FM

\

On June 28, Columbus joined 1,700 cities across the United
States in passing a clean air ordinance, banning smoking in all pub-
lic areas. Just before casting the final “yes” in a five to one vote,
City Council President Matt Habash said, “The reality is that this is
a health hazard.”

Those for and against the ban feel passionately about the issues
involved. In fact, the legislation has been bitterly debated since it
was presented to City Council at the beginning of June. Council
members have received over 3,000 emails, faxes, phone calls and
voice mails in just three weeks and over 150 people testified in two
highly contentious public hearings.

Those opposed to the smoking ban are concerned about the
impact of the legislation on small businesses, especially restaurants,
bars and bowling alleys. Many of these businesses rely on their
smoking customers and fear that a smoking ban in Columbus will
chase those dollars to the suburbs and townships that allow them to

Upcoming CMC Forums

Thursday, July 1

An Evening with Bob Edwards
7:30 p.m. at the Southern Theater
Interviewed by WOSU Open Line's Fred Andrle
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Join Today!

Call CMC at (614) 464-3220 for
more information.
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Smoke Free Battle
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Sustaining Member:

Name of Guest(s):

Forum Fees: Enter the number of attendees next to each
forum title listed above. Early discount of $3 applies if
registered by the Friday before the forum.

Member's E-mail:
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Add all member, guest and public fees selected. Enter F Member Guest Public
Leave blank if you prefer CMC to calculate the cost. nter Forum Early $14 $19 $22
Fund Donation
$ Amount Here Regular $17 $22 $25
Charge Amount: $_ e

Table Reservations: Select the number of seats needed
at your table and circle the appropriate rate.
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Forums begin at noon on Wednesdays and are held at the Athletic
Club, 136 E. Broad St. (unless otherwise noted). Doors open at 11:30
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must be pre-paid. American Express, Mastercard, VISA, checks and

names are needed in advance.

forum to register.
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